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Report  of  0cl\ool  Coipipittee. 


To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Oakham: 

Ill  submitting  their  Report  your  Committee  feel  that  mucli 
responsibility  rests  upon  them.  We  ask  your  cai  eful  consicler- 
'  tion  of  the  different  subjects  presented.  Sift  tliorouglily,  gath¬ 
er  up  the  good,  and  cast  the  bad  away. 

Our  educational  interests  are  so  intimately  connected  with 
tlic  welfare  of  our  country,  that  it  seems  highly  proper  they 
should  be  brought  directly  to  our  notice  at  least  once  a  year, 
that  we  may  by  a  review  of  the  past  be  better  fitted  for  pro¬ 
gress  in  the  year  to  come. 

The  past  year  has  been  an  eventful  one  with  us  in  some  re¬ 
spects.  That  which  we  deemed  impoitant  for  the  progress  of 
education  among  us  and  at  the  same  so  improbable,  has  by  the 
united  efforts  of  the  citizens  of  this  town  been  accomplished. 
Two  pleasant  and  comfortable  school-rooms  have  been  provided 
by  great  effort  and  3ome  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  many,  and  it 
remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  good  resulting  will  equal  our 
expectations.  We  may  reap  the  benefit,  or  by  our  own  effort, 
the  blessing  may  prove  a  curse.  These  school-rooms  are  so 
easy  of  access  that  we  hope  parents  and  friends  will  by  personal 
observation  make  themselves  acquainted  with  these  schools. 

We  propose  to  have  the  North  School  join  with  the  schools 
in  the  Center,  for  the  summer  term  and  probably  for  the  win¬ 
ter.  Let  us  try  this  arrangement  for  one  year,  and  then  in  a 
friendly  manner  talk  it  over  and  arrange  for  the  future  as  our 
united  interests  require.  If  the  West  Center  and  North 
school-houses  can  be  left  where  they  are  for  one  year,  it  seems 
to  us  advisable. 

During  the  past  year,  the  town  has  abolished  the  School  Dis¬ 
tricts.  We  know  of  no  other  way  to  unite  the  Center  Schools, 
till  the  year  1879,  when  we  can  have  them  re-districted,  if  such 
a  thing  can  be  done  satisfactorily. 
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The  following  law  in  relation  to  this  subject  may  be  useful, 
and  we  insert  it  here. 

“  A  town  may  at  any  time  abolish  the  School  Districts  there¬ 
in,  and  shall  thereupon  forthwith  take  possession  of  all  the 
scliool-houses,  land,  apparatus,  and  other  property,  owned  and 
used  for  school  purposes  which  such  districts  might  lawfully  sell 
and  convey.  The  property  so  taken,  shall  be  appraised  under  the 
direction  of  the  town,  and  at  the  next  annual  assessment  there¬ 
after,  a  tax  shall  be  levied  upon  the  whole  town  equal  to  tlio 
amount  of  said  appiaisal,  and  there  shall  be  remitted  to  the  - 
tax  payers  of  each  district  the  said  appraised  value  of  its  prop¬ 
erty  thus  taken.  Or  the  difference  in  the  value  of  property  of 
the  several  districts  may  be  adjusted  in  any  other  manner 
agreed  upon  by  the  parties  in  interest.” 

There  will  be  no  change  in  the  limits  of  the  four  schools,  not 
united  in  the  centre,  and  scholars  will  not  be  allowed  to  change 
from  one  school  to  another  without  some  good  reason  and  spe¬ 
cial  leave  from  the  Committee.  The  same  studies  will  be  al¬ 
lowed  in  one  school  as  in  another. 

We  shall  seek  the  public  good  in  the  selection  and  division 
of  teachers.  We  cannot  always  give  the  first  applicants  the 
schools  they  seek,  but  the  teacher  who  seems  best  fitted  for  any 
particular  school  will  be  selected  as  best  we  know.  When  we 
know  that  any  particular  teacher  is  pi-eferred,  we  shall  try  to 
accommodate. 

We  have  introduced  Mun roe’s  series  of  Readers  during  the 
past  year.  Town  &  Holbrook’s,  which  we  have  used  fir  some 
time,  were,  as  far  as  we  know,  not  used  in  ti.is  state,  and  could 
not  be  got  without  considerable  trouble.  The  expense  to  the 
town  was  about  $75.  This  sum  supplied  every  scholar  with  a 
new  reader. 

We  think  we  can  report  our  schools  an  average  in  success  as 
compared  with  past  years  ;  there  is  still  room  for  improvement. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  for  and  against  some  of  our  teach- 
ers — quite  too  much  against.  We  have  found  whispering  more 
or  less  prevalent  in  some  schools — every  teacher  knows  what  it 
is  to  contend  against  this.  We  have  often  spoken  of  the  iiijury 
our  schools  suffer  from  this  fruitful  source  of  mischief.  What 
shall  be  done  ?  If  punishment  comes  none  ought  to  complain. 


Wo  occasionally  hear  reports  of  some  innocent  boy  or  girl 
who  has  been  causelessly  punished.  We  sympathise  with  pa¬ 
rents  in  all  well  founded  cases  of  abuse — or  we  think  we  should 
if  such  a  thing  should  occur,  but  reported  cases  fully  examin¬ 
ed,  the  abuse  is  not  found.  We  have  known  boys,  after  trying 
the  patience  of  a  kind  and  considerate  teacher  for  a  long  time, 
to  represent  that  the  punishment  which  finally  came  was  the 
result  of  some  trivial  act,  committed  in  an  unthinking  moment, 
and  that  some  one  else  had  done  worse  and  escaped.  Would 
it  not  be  better  to  see  to  it  that  their  own  conduct  is  in  the 
line  of  duty  and  right,  at  all  times. 

We  need  not  fear  to  trust  our  teachers  ;  they  are  generally 
as  humane,  sympathetic  and  indulgent  as  their  situation  will 
admit,  and  they  are  bound  by  every  consideration  of  self-inter 
cst  to  do  nothing  which  can  be  construed  into  neglect  of  duty, 
or  will  III  violation  of  right.  If  we  think  they  are  mistaken  or 
wrong,  how  much  better  to  kindly  talk  with  them,  than  to 
spread  their  fancied  wrong-doing  through  the  town. 

We  have  often  spoken  of  moral  teaching.  We  think  this 
should  hold  a  high  position  in  the  system  of  public  education. 
The  places  of  the  fathers  will  soon  be  filled  by  the  children  ; 
how  shall  they  be  filled  ?  A  growing  waywardness  of  the 
young  is  a  prelude  of  public  debasement  ;  while  moral  integ¬ 
rity  will  prove  a  safeguard  of  those  interests  we  hold  so  dear. 
While,  therefore  a  jealous  watchfulness  is  exercised  relative  to 
the  mental  culture  of  the  young,  their  moral  development 
should  bo  the  object  of  the  highest  solicitude. 

Now  as  we  are  to  have  schools  in  the  village*,  the  question 
may  arise, — who  has  control  of  the  scholars  during  intermis* 
mission  ?  One  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  has  decid¬ 
ed  that  parent  and  teacher  are  co-ordinate  in  authority  at  such 
times,  the  teacher  having  full  liberty  to  punish  children  for 
misdemeanors  after  leaving  home,  being  of  course  responsible 
that  the  amount  of  punishment  does  not  exceed  a  i-easonable 
limit. 

Teachers  are  not  apt  to  refuse  a  reasonable  request  from  a 
parent,  in  I'egard  to  his  child,  and  we  trust,  whether  in  the 
village  or  out  of  it,  we  shall  do  nothing  to  hinder  or  retard  the 
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progress  of  our  schools,  but  that  we  shall  work  together  for 
increased  prosperity. 

We  will  now  give  a  few  items  of  interest  in  regard  to  our 
schools : 

The  town  appropriated  fl200.  We  received  $240.81  from 
tlie  State  School  fund.  The  dog  tax  returned  $126.66,  mak¬ 
ing  our  school  fund  $1567.47. 

Whole  number  of  scholars  in  the  schools  in  summer,  151  ; 
in  winter,  178.  Average  attendance  in  summer,  129  ;  in  win¬ 
ter  we  cannot  give  because  the  Centre  scliools  are  still  in  ses¬ 
sion,  and  will  be  for  some  time  yet. 

The  Assessors  reported  May  1st,  1874,  146  children  between 
the  ages  of  5  and  15. 

Whole  expense  of  all  our  schools,  was  $1330.98. 

EAST  HILL  SCHOOL. 

Summer  Term.  Taught  by  Miss  Minnie  L.  Brooks.  Length 
of  school  in  months,  3.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  17.  Av¬ 
erage  attendance  15.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  $20. 

Winter  Term.  Taught  by  Weslev  S.  Brown  of  Paxton. 
Length  of  school  in  months,  3.  Whole  number  of  scholars, 
23.  Average  attendance  18.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month, 
$36. 

Whole  expense,  $180.36. 

Neither  absent  nor  tardy, — Clement  Topp,  Mary  B.  Par- 
menter,  Eliza  A.  Parmenter,  II.  Sophia  Henry,  Fred.  H.  Par- 
menter. 

SOUTH  SCHOOL. 

Summer  Term.  Taught  by  Annie  H.  Newton  of  Paxton. 
Length  of  school  in  months,  2.  Whole  number  of  scholars, 

16.  Average  attendance,  11.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month, 
$18.  Neither  absent  nor  tardy, — Lucy  ^Morgan. 

Fait  Term.  Taught  by  Alice  M.  Davis  of  Hubbardston. 
Length  of  school  in  months,  2.  Whole  number  of  scholars, 

17.  Average  attendance,  15.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month, 
$18.  Neither  absent  nor  tardy, — Emma  T.  Adams,  Paul  King. 

Winter  Term.  Taught  by  Oren  Bigelow  of  Rutland.  Length 
of  school  in  months,  2.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  21.  Av- 
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erage  attendance,  10.  Wages  of  teaclier  per  moiitli,  |34.  Nei- 

V ,  1. 1) e  1 1  Ijo  gan,  John  W.  Burns,  Eddie 

Osborne,  Harlan  Busli. 

Whole  expense,  ^160.50. 

WEST  CENTRE. 

Slimmer  Term.  Tauglit  by  Carrie  R.  Harrington.  Lengtli 
of  school  in  months,  3.  Wliole  number  of  scholars,  22.  Av¬ 
erage  attendance  18.  Wages  of  teacher  per  montli,  824. 
Neither  absent  nor  tardy, — Bessie  Haskell. 

EAST  CENTRE. 

Summer  7'crm.  Taught  by  Lizzie  J.  Bullard.  Length  of 
school  in  months,  3.  Whole  number  of  scliolars,  38.  Average 
attendance,  34.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  824. 

CENTRE,  NO.  I. 

Winter.  Tauglit  by  Wesley  S.  Brown  of  Paxton.  Length 
of  school  in  montlis,  3.  Wliole  number  of  scholars,  27.  Wa¬ 
ges  of  teacher  per  month,  840. 

CENTRE,  NO.  11. 

Winter.  Taught  by  Mary  A.  Lovell.  Length  of  school  in 
months,  3.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  48.  Wages  of  teacher 
per  month,  836. 

Whole  expense  of  the  four  schools,  8450. 

NORTH  SCHOOL. 

Summer  Term.  Taught  by  Miss  Ada  V.  Walker.  Length 
of  school  in  months,  3.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  11.  Av¬ 
erage  attendance,  10.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  820. 

Winter  Term.  Taught  by  Miss  Rosa  J.  Bullard.  Length 
of  school  in  months,  3.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  14.  Av¬ 
erage  attendance  12.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  825. 

Whole  exj^ense  8154.75.  Neither  absent  nor  tardy, — Henry 
D.  Bullard,  Johnny  A.  Winter,  Freddie  A.  Keep. 

$ 

WEST  SCHOOL. 

Summer  Term.  Taught  by  J.  H.  Orzina  Lovell.  Length  of 
school  in  months,  2  1-2.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  21.  Av¬ 
erage  attendance,  18.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  820. 
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Neither  absent  nor  tardy, — Mary  Fobes,  Elmer  Allen,  Frank 
Winslow,  Clayton  Adams. 

Winter  Term.  Taught  by  F.  M.  Ashby  of  North  Brookfield. 
Length  of  school  in  months,  3  1-2.  Whole  number  of  scholars 
23.  Average  attendance,  17  1-2.  Wages  of  teacher  per 
month,  $32.  Neither  absent  nor  tardy, — Charles  S.  Winslow. 
Elmer  R.  Allen. 

Whole  expense,  $191. 

COLDBROOK. 

Summer  Term.  Taught  by  Mr.  Fred.  Holland  of  Barre. 
Length  of  school  in  months,  1  3-4.  Whole  number  of  scholars 
26.  Average  attendance,  23.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month, 
$33.  Neither  absent  nor  tardy, — Lizzie  Haskins,  Eddie  Hough¬ 
ton. 

Fall  Term.  Taught  by  Lizzie  J.  Bullard.  Length  of  school, 
in  months,  1  3-4.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  19.  Average 
attendance,  15.  Wages  of  teacher  per  month,  $27.  Neither 
absent  nor  tardy, — Nellie  M.  Coleman,  Lizzie  M.  Haskins,  Ida 
B.  Coleman,  Arthur  B.  Coleman. 

Winter  Term.  Taught  by  Miss  Francis  E.  Hallowell. 
Length  of  school  in  months,  2  1-2.  Whole  number  of  schol¬ 
ars,  22.  Average  attendance,  19.  AVages  of  teacher  per 
month,  $30.  Neither  absent  nor  tardy, — Emma  L.  Coleman, 
Arthur  B.  Coleman,  Walter  L.  Ripley,  Freddie  A.  Stearns, 
Georgie  Coleman. 

AVhole  expense,  $194.37. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  AV.  LINCOLN. 

L.  P.  LOVELL. 
JESSE  ALLEN. 
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